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Terence Roehrig’s The Prosecution of Former Military Leaders in Newly Democratic Nations is a noteworthy contribution to the study of civil-military relationships.  Readers will welcome this political scientist’s well-written and tightly organized study of the dynamics involved in prosecuting the former military leaders of military regimes in Argentina, Greece, and South Korea.


Roehrig studies three different countries’ response to their former military regimes.  Roehrig devotes two chapters to each of the countries.  One chapter provides a summary and review of the military’s role in the country’s politics.
  The other chapter discusses the legal charges brought against military personnel, their trials, their verdicts and how the military responded to the trials.
  

To examine the three countries’ experiences, Roehrig uses a comparative analytical framework developed by distinguished political scientist, Alfred Stepan.
  The key issues of the analytical framework are: (1) “how the new regime handles the legacy of human rights violations committed by the previous authoritarian regime”
; (2) “the democratic government’s initiatives vis-à-vis the organizational mission, structure, and control of the military”
; and (3) “the military budget.”
  Each of the issues was crucial in the three countries’ transition from military government to civilian government and to how they prosecuted the former military leaders.  
Roerhrig discusses these issues in detail to support his thesis that a newly elected civilian government cannot drastically cut the military budget while prosecuting its former leaders.
  The punishment of deep military budget cuts will likely cause revolt when the prosecution begins.  Successful prosecutions of former military leaders begin when civilians gain control over the military, even if this means purging military leadership and prerogatives.  Greece provided an excellent example of how to hold military leaders accountable for their actions while not destroying the military institution.  Roehrig illustrates how Argentina failed to learn Greece’s lessons and failed to prevent a military revolt.  
Roehrig insightfully wraps up the lessons learned, supported by his findings in the previous chapters, in the final chapter of the book.  
Roehrig overly relies on secondary sources, a small weakness of the book, which prevents it from being an original development in the political science or legal scholarly field.  As discussed above, Roehrig uses Stepan’s analytical framework.  He also frequently cites Samuel Huntington, whose works provide much of the foundation for Roehrig’s study.
  There are times when it appears Roehrig has not put enough of his own thought into the book.  This does not mean a prospective reader should avoid The Prosecution of Former Military Leaders in Newly Democratic Nations.  Even though it does not provide any groundbreaking new theories in the study of emerging democracies, Roehrig’s book is still an important and relevant contribution to the on-going studies of military-civil relations in democracies, especially in those counties that have just recently made the transition to democracy.  


United States military attorneys working in the international areas will want to read The Prosecution of Former Military Leaders in Newly Democratic Nations.  It can provide them with great insight into the workings of three very different countries.  Even better, these countries are from different areas of responsibility: Europe, Latin America, and Asia.  While the countries examined in The Prosecution of Former Military Leaders in Newly Democratic Nations may currently be in a more settled state, there are bound to be countries in their regions that will undergo similar military and civil upheavals with subsequent legal fallout.  
The book also logically ties into the Defense Institute of International Legal Studies (DIILS) program.  This program provides expertise in over two-hundred and fifty legal topics, emphasizing military justice.
  The DIILS program offers both resident courses and mobile education for military and civilian executive personnel from a host country, taught by members of the U.S. military services and civilian subject matter specialists.
  Given its focus on civil-military relations, Prosecution of Former Military Leaders in Newly Democratic Nations should be required reading for DIILS instructors and students.  Roehrig has provided an excellent blueprint for instructing developing countries on the methods of obtaining an optimum balance in civil-military relations.  

Prosecution of Former Military Leaders in Newly Democratic Nations is a worthwhile addition to the ongoing study of civil-military relations in foreign countries.  In this ever-changing world, United States military personnel must understand the dynamics involved in foreign countries and their militaries.  Terence Roehrig has produced a readable, thought-provoking work that examines the civil-military relationship in the context of prosecutions of military personnel who committed crimes against their own citizens as well as their own state.  This is a strongly recommended book not only on its own merits, but also as an introduction to other works in the study of civil–military relations.

* Terence Roehrig, The Prosecution of Former Military Leaders in Newly Democratic Nations:  The Cases of Argentina, Greece, and South Korea (Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, 2001).  xi and 223 pp. 
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