Discussion Topics for Three-Part Symposium on Greater Expectations
13 February 2003

Topic: The intentional learner 

· How does this report define “intentional learner”?  What does the “Greater Expectations panel mean by this term? (Suggested focus on pages x-xii)

· Given this definition, how does this concept of the intentional learner differ—if it does—from our traditional conceptions of cadets as learners?

· As you read, what struck you most about this report as it relates to student learning?

· How can we as teachers transform cadets into intentional learners?  Given a deliberate goal of creating intentional learners, what can we do in our own classrooms to ensure that this happens?

27 February 2003

Topic: Liberal education 

· What is the traditional definition of “liberal education”?

· How does the “Greater Expectations” Report define a liberal (or “liberating”) education?  Does Connor’s view of a liberal arts education coalesce with AAC&U’s definition?  (Suggested focus on pages 24-28)

· In what ways do USAFA’s curriculum and educational practices conform to the Greater Expectation’s vision of a practical liberal education for the 21st Century?  (Suggestion:  Review the list of skills on pages 22-24, reframing them now as characteristics of a liberating education.) 

· In what ways do the Academy’s curriculum and educational practices fall short of the Greater Expectations vision?  Should we be concerned about any of these shortfalls?  Why?

20 March 2003

· Topic:  Survey topics receiving indications of “needing work”  

· Why do the items rated 3.0 or higher require the most improvement?  What’s causing this? [Note: Most, but not all, of these items are under curriculum issues].

· What specific improvements do you recommend to achieve these characteristics?

