Research Subject’s Bill of Rights

The USAFA Institutional Review Board believes that personal concern for each subject’s welfare is indispensable to the quest for knowledge. The most important person in medical or behavioral research is the subject.  The research subject is the essential element without whom health, disease or behavior could not be observed and response to treatment or situations could not be measured. 

The obligation to protect human subjects applies to research conducted using Department Of Defense (DOD) facilities or property, supported with DOD funds, or performed by DOD employees or contractors.  If you are asked to be a research participant, you should know the requirements for protecting your rights to information, privacy and well-being.   The rights below are the rights of every person who is asked to be in a research study. 

The right to

1. considerate and respectful treatment as a research subject and information on who to contact if I think I am not being treated appropriately. 

2. know, by name, the researcher/care provider responsible for coordinating my activities/care.

3. be told how and why I was chosen for the study.

4.  be told what the study is trying to find out. 

5. be told what will happen to me and whether any of the procedures, drugs, or devices is different from what would be used in standard practice.

6. be told about the frequent and/or important risks, side effects, inconveniences, or discomforts resulting from the things that will happen to me for research purposes.

7.  be told of other choices I have and how they may be better or worse than being in the study.

8. be told if I can expect any benefit from participating, and, if so, what the benefit might be.

9. be allowed to ask any questions before agreeing to be involved and then during the course of the study.

10. refuse to participate at all or to change my mind about participation after the study is started and to be told who to contact to terminate my participation. This decision will not affect my right to receive the care I would receive if I were not in the study.

11. be free of pressure when considering whether I wish to agree to be in the study or where to get help if I think I am being pressured to participate in a study. 

12. be told what sort of medical treatment is available if any complications arise. 

13. expect that all communications and records pertaining to this research will be treated as confidential to the extent permitted by law. 

14. know in advance how much time commitment is necessary for involvement in research. 

15. receive a copy of the signed and dated consent form. 

If I have other questions I should ask the researcher. In addition, I may contact the USAFA Institutional Review Board (IRB), which is concerned with protection of volunteers in research projects, at (719) 333-2587.

� This bill of rights has been adapted from similar documents developed by the American Hospital Association, the University of California at San Francisco and the Office of Energy Research.





