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Chapter 1  -  GENERAL INFORMATION
1.1.  SUPPORT BOOKLET.
     a.  This support booklet is designed to assist you in planning a parachute demonstration by the USAF Academy (USAFA) Parachute Team, the “Wings of Blue”.  It will answer most of the questions that arise during planning, and contribute to smoother execution of the Wings of Blue portion of your program.

      b.  The planning guide outlines step-by-step procedures required before the team’s arrival.  The Host Project Officer is responsible for all pre-show arrangements.  The Project Officer should complete the checklists at the end of the booklet and forward them as specified.  Questions should be directed to the Parachute Team Operations Section, DSN 333-2064/65 or commercial (719) 333-2064/65.  Please forward the 60-day and 30-day checklists (see Appendix 3 and 4) to arrive NLT 60 or 30 days before the show day.  This will allow telephone communication and problem solving if required.

1.2.  BACKGROUND INFORMATION.
     a.  The United States Air Force Academy Parachute Team (USAFAPT) is comprised of cadet and active duty Air Force parachutists who are respected throughout the nation for their outstanding abilities.  The cadets have been highly successful in intercollegiate and U.S. National parachuting competitions since the team was organized in 1966.  Competing annually in the National Collegiate Parachuting League, the team has won many championship titles, and numerous awards at regional, national, and international parachute meets throughout the world.

     b.  In addition to their active role in competitions, the cadet parachutists demonstrate their aerial skills before spectators at Air Force open houses and civic functions in many communities.

     c.  Parachute competitions and demonstrations are secondary to the team’s primary role of training USAFA cadets in basic free fall parachuting.  Each team member is a qualified jumpmaster and parachute instructor.

         (1)  The team conducts a rigorous basic course designed to develop the leadership qualities of future Air Force officers.  The Academy conducts the only parachute school in the Air Force authorized to award the Parachutist Badge.

         (2)  Cadets who complete the basic free fall course may take the advanced training necessary to compete for the parachute team.  The training consists of over 150 jumps per year and intensive practice in jumpmaster and instructor techniques.  Cadets who successfully complete this training are issued the blue jumpsuits that distinguish them as members of the Wings of Blue.

      d.  The Wings of Blue often perform in conjunction with the Thunderbirds, Blue Angels, or other precision flying teams, but rarely schedule a performance with other parachute exhibition teams--military or civilian.

1.3.  SENSITIVE REQUIREMENTS.     The following areas require sufficient lead-time to ensure support requirements are met:

     a.  Written request to USAF Academy Public Affairs.

     b.  Funding.

     c.  Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) authorization (at least 45 days).

     d.  Pre-show publicity.

1.4.  BOOKLET UPDATES/Revisions/Improvements:  If this booklet does not adequately address problems that you may encounter, please contact our NCOIC of Demonstrations at DSN 333-2064/65 commercial (719) 333-2064/65.  

Fax DSN 333-4547, Commercial (719) 333-4547.
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Chapter 2  - PRELIMINARY COORDINATION
2.1.  WRITTEN REQUEST.
      a.  All requests for appearances of the Wings of Blue must be formal written requests directed to the USAF Academy Public Affairs Office at the address below.  The requests are forwarded to the 34 Operations Support Squadron (34 OSS/OSTP) for final approval.  Due to coordination requirements, other commitments, and conflicts, we encourage all sponsors to make their requests as early as possible.  When your request is approved you will receive a written confirmation from the Director of Public Affairs.  (See Sample Written Request - Appendix 1).

HQ USAFA/PAC

2346 ACADEMY DRIVE

USAF ACADEMY, CO 80840-9400

Voice DSN 333-7567;  Fax DSN 333-4094

      b.  Once approved, detailed coordination will be accomplished directly with the Parachute Team.  Please furnish the name and phone number of a single project officer to us immediately after confirmation of our schedule.  We are available Monday through Friday from 0800 - 1630 (MST or MDT) at the following numbers:

DSN:  333-2064

Commercial:  (719) 333-2064

FAX:  DSN 333-4547

2.2.  SUITABLE DROP ZONE AND SHOW AREAS.

      a.  The Wings of Blue can jump into any FAA approved areas.  These include parks, football fields, parking lots, as well as airports.  There are times; however, when crowd and non-participant safety precludes the use of certain jump sites.  Under AFI 13-217, the Wings of Blue are authorized to jump non-surveyed DZs.  

      b.  As a planning guideline, the drop zone should be at least 100 yards in diameter with no significant hazards nearby (power lines, tall trees, buildings, heavily traveled roads, etc).

      c.  The FAA Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) should be contacted to verbally approve the drop zone site and provide further guidance on the FAA authorization (see Administrative Support, Para 2).

      d.  If for some reason the proposed drop zone does not meet minimum clearance and safety requirements or the landing area is not clearly identifiable, the Wings of Blue reserves the right to withdraw participation.  Examples of questionable drop zones would be a stadium (without appropriate aerial photo), water jumps, or jumps into extremely congested areas.

2.3.  SHOW TIME.     The Wings of Blue often perform in conjunction with the USAF Demonstration Squadron (The Thunderbirds) and the U.S. Navy Demonstration Squadron (The Blue Angels).  If one of these demonstration teams is performing, you should schedule our demonstration to immediately precede the precision flying team.  In doing so, however, we ask that you avoid any conflict with their preliminary show, such as the inspection party.  We must complete our parachutist line-up and any presentations at least 30 minutes before their scheduled takeoff.  If there are no flying demonstrations, we prefer to be the closing demonstration of your show.  In either case, we like to open the show with a small flag jump, and can jump media events as well.  It is very important for safety reasons that no performing or transient aircraft are taxiing or accomplishing engine starts/run-ups during our scheduled block of time.  The Wings of Blue will work with your project officer on any aircraft logistical problems and offer suggestions, accordingly.  We strive to provide you with a pleasing, safe, professional, and timely demonstration.

(
Chapter 3  - ADMINISTRATIVE AND SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS

3.1.  FUNDING.
      a.  The Wings of Blue does not charge a fee for parachute demonstrations.  However, the sponsor is responsible for all expenses including transportation for both the advanced component and the show team, travel, and living expenses enroute and at your location.

      b.  Military or Department of Defense (DOD) sponsors must provide a fund cite to cover the expenses listed above.  The TDY fund-cite number must be sent from your base finance office to our Operations Section (98 FTS/DOU) at least 30 days before our scheduled departure from USAFA.  (Note:  See Appendix 5 for sample of the fund cite letter.)  The fund cite letter must include these special provisions:

            (1)  Non-utilization of government mess is required.  Non-utilization of government quarters is authorized.  (Justification:  Government mess hours may conflict with crew rest requirements and if there is a problem with reserved government quarters, the team may have to procure other suitable quarters.)

            (2)  Rental car authorized for emergency use only.  (Justification:  Reserved vehicles not available upon arrival of team, or vehicle breaks down and no other means of transportation available.)  Decision to procure non-government quarters and/or rental cars will be made by the trip NCOIC and the host unit POC.  This may be accomplished by letter or message to:

98 FTS/DOU

9201 TALON DRIVE

USAF ACADEMY, CO 80840-2005

     c.  Civilian sponsors will be billed after all travel, billeting and transportation expenses are completed.  You will be billed only for actual expenses incurred by the Academy via SF Form 1080.  The name and address of the financially responsible person, sponsor and organization must be provided in writing to our Operations Section (98 FTS/DOU) at least 30 days before departure from USAFA.

     d.  The total cost to the sponsor may be estimated by adding transportation cost and travel expenses.  Estimated travel costs are computed using the following formula:

      Estimated Travel Expenses = Ground transportation costs + Daily Per Diem Rate x Number of Days x Number of Team Members.

3.2.  FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZATION.

      a.  The proposed drop zone must be approved by the nearest FSDO.  Preliminary coordination can be by telephone, but final approval will only be granted by the FAA after the sponsor submits an FAA Form 7711-2, Application for Certificate of Waiver or Authorization.  Submit the application in triplicate to the nearest FSDO at least 45 days before the proposed Airshow date.  To apply for the FAA authorization (FAA Form 7711-2), please work off of the information below and some of what’s provided in Appendix 2.

         (1)  Request an area of operation with a 3 nautical mile radius from the show center giving its Latitude and Longitude coordinates (use a GPS) with airspace secured to jump from the surface to 10,500 feet (ft) AGL.

         (2)  Request authorization under Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR) Part 105.15 exhibition parachute jump “over or into congested area or open air assembly of persons.”

         (3)  Mail a copy of the approved authorization to 98 FTS/DOU along with the coordination checklist.  The original must be available for inspection at the show site.

     b.  In addition to the authorization, contact the FAA to file the required Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) necessary for the event.  It will be your responsibility to ensure this is accomplished no earlier than 24 hours and no later than one hour before the event through the nearest FAA facility, Flight Service Station or USAF Base Operations.  The FSDO representative can help you determine the information required for the NOTAM.

     c.  Contact 98 FTS/DOU with any questions or problems concerning the FAA waiver/authorization.

3.3.  LODGING.

      a.  To facilitate communication, transportation, and team integrity, we require that all team personnel be billeted together.  Billeting together is defined as all personnel in the same facility.  If on-base quarters are not available, obtain motel reservations as close to the site as possible.  Many motels will donate rooms for this purpose.

   
b.  Crew rest requirements dictate quarters be comfortable and free from outside disturbances.  Cadet team members can be quartered two per room, and the quarters should allow cadets to study during the evenings.  The parachute team members will be roomed together; however, cadets cannot be billeted with staff members.  The team and aircrew should be billeted together whenever possible.  The Demonstration Team OIC/NCOIC is the final authority for accepting quarters.


c.  Confirm accommodations as soon as possible, and provide the name, address, and phone number of the motel or VOQ.

    
d.  The team will make their own dining arrangements except for special functions associated with the show.

3.4.  RADIO AND RADIO FREQUENCY.

     a.  If your demonstration is at an airport with a control tower, use of a VHF/AM tower frequency is optimal for jump operations.  Tower frequency must be coordinated with the tower supervisor before our arrival.  The vast majority of Wings of Blue demos are conducted on 121.95.   However, our radios can accommodate most UHF/VHF frequencies.

     b.  For demonstrations at locations other than the airports, a frequency must be obtained from the base frequency monitor or the Federal Aviation Administration for ground-to-air communication.  If you have any problems in this area, please let us know immediately.

3.5.  PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM.

     a.  The sponsor must supply a suitable public address system for the narrator.  The microphone must be high enough to afford an unobstructed view of the entire drop zone.  It must be in front of the crowd, and in full view of the spectators.  If we are performing in conjunction with the Thunderbirds, we prefer to use their PA system and we will coordinate this.

     b.  The suitability of your PA system can be determined by calling USAFA/Communications Squadron at DSN 333-3400, Commercial (719) 333-3400.

     c.  If your show is performed on a military installation, please assign an on-duty communications specialist, familiar with PA systems, to our narrator one hour before show time.  He/she should remain with the narrator throughout our show.

3.6.  SMOKE GRENADES.

     a.  We use smoke grenades attached to jumpers increasing their visibility to the spectators while in free fall and under canopy. Therefore, we require you provide 18 red and 4 yellow M-18 military smoke grenades for each performance requested.

     b.  Smoke grenades are available through normal Air Force channels.  The nomenclature is smoke grenade, red (M-18), FSN 1330-00-289-6852, yellow (M-18), FSN 1330-00-289-6854.

3.7.  STORAGE AND OPERATIONS AREA.      We require a secure storage area with electrical outlets, centrally located at the drop zone or staging area.  Security from unauthorized handling of team parachutes and equipment cannot be overemphasized.  The NCOIC must have 24-hour access to the storage area upon arrival and throughout our stay.  A key must be made available to the trip NCOIC.  This area must be secure and allow only limited access due to the high value and demand for the equipment.

3.8.  AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH , MAPS AND COORDINATES.

      a.  Two recent 8x10 aerial photographs of the demonstration site, taken vertically, from an altitude of 5,000 feet above ground level (AGL) or higher, should be sent to 98 FTS/DOU along with the coordination checklist.

      b.  A topographic (1:25,000 scale) or surveyor’s map of the demonstration site should be included in the coordination checklist.  The landing area, spectator lines, and aircraft parking should be marked and designated on the map.  The photos and maps should arrive at 98 FTS/DOU with the 30-day checklist.


c.  Desired - GPS Lat/Long coordinates and Radial/DME from the closest Nav/Aid if jump is not at an airport or airshow.

3.9.  SCHEDULE OF EVENTS.      Please include a schedule of events for the show, as well as information on any required social functions conducted by the sponsor to include times, places and proper attire.  If you have coordinated with AF Recruiting and the AFA Liaison Officer for a team member to speak to the group, please send all applicable information with this packet.
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Chapter 4  - TRANSPORTATION
4.1.  AIRLIFT.

     a.  The cadet parachute team members are full-time students and participate on the parachute team in addition to their academic and military responsibilities at the Academy.  Since most of our demonstrations are performed during the academic year, timing is especially critical.  We must schedule our trips to minimize classes missed, and parachutists must arrive at the show site in time to receive adequate crew rest prior to any jumping activity (minimum 12 hours + show prep time).

     b.  It is the sponsor’s responsibility to provide confirmed round-trip airlift between Peterson AFB and the show site.  Our traveling team normally consists of 16 to 18 individuals and 1,500 pounds of equipment.  For weekend demonstrations, we request a 1630 local departure from Peterson AFB on the Friday preceding the show date.  The return leg is flexible, but should ensure arrival back at Peterson AFB by 1800 local on Sunday.  Any deviation from this schedule must be coordinated with the 98 FTS/DOU prior to final approval of the trip.  For other show itineraries, contact us for specific travel requirements.  If industrially funded military airlift (SAM) is requested, it must be assigned a priority high enough to ensure no last minute delays.  If you are not the operational unit, please include a point of contact with the airlift unit or command post.  Aircraft destined for static displays are often used for transportation and should be considered.

     c.  Sponsors must ensure that cadets meet the preplanned arrival date back to the Air Force Academy.  Backup airlift is essential to preclude unplanned class absences for the cadet team members.  If the return transportation should fall through, the NCOIC of the travel team will make every effort to return the cadets to USAFA as soon as possible by whatever mode seems most expedient.  The cost is borne by the host.

      d.  An advance liaison (normally the Parachute Squadron project Officer/NCOIC) will make arrangements to arrive 24 hours before the arrival of the team.  Please ensure the project person meets the team at the airport in order to review the arrival checklist.  Should your project person be unavailable, the advance liaison will take whatever necessary steps to ensure that pre-show coordination and arrangements are complete.  This could include the procurement of a rental car.

4.2.  GROUND TRANSPORTATION.

      a.  The team will require a minimum of one sedan and two vans large enough to carry 15 passengers and approximately 1,500 pounds of equipment.  There should be another passenger vehicle available for the aircrew (if applicable).  The vehicles should be fully fueled and available at the aircraft upon our arrival, and will be retained until departure.  Each vehicle should include:

          (1)  Base map.

          (2)  Local area map.

          (3)  Flight line authorization.

  
b.  You have several options for ground transportation.  Vehicle support is normally available through a government or interagency motor pool, and at times local car dealers will provide courtesy cars to support local airshows.  Please keep in mind that the sponsor is financially responsible for all ground transportation costs.  Should the host unit be unable to provide adequate vehicle support, the use of rental vehicles is authorized.


c.  Please notify our staff contact of vehicle arrangements at least 30 days before our scheduled arrival.  We will provide properly licensed drivers.

4.3.  JUMP AIRCRAFT.

      a.  The sponsor must provide a jump aircraft for practice jump(s) and the actual demonstration(s).  Any aircraft capable of carrying 12 jumpers and authorized for flight with the door removed or open is acceptable.

      b.  Preferred military jump aircraft are C-130, H-60 (Blackhawk), H-53 (Jolly Green), H-1 (Huey), C-5, C-17, C-141, H-3, H-46, H-47, and C-47.  We request that the crew have experience in parachute operations with jumpmaster directed release points.  All jumps will be jumpmaster directed.

      c.  We prefer to use military aircraft, but under certain conditions we will use civilian aircraft.  Please contact us before you schedule civilian airlift as these aircraft may limit our performance.  The following are civilian aircraft that will be acceptable:  DeHavilland DHC-6 Twin Otter, D-18 Twin Beach, Douglas DC-3 or Cessna Caravan.  Smaller aircraft may be used, but since they will not carry sufficient number of jumpers, two or more aircraft may be required.  Cessna 180, 182, 185, 195, 206, 207, 210 Helio H-250, 295, 391, 395, and Piper Cherokee Six are examples of aircraft approved by the FAA for flight with the door removed.  The pilot should have experience dropping parachutists.  

     d.  The aircraft should be available before the demonstration for at least one practice jump for aircrew familiarization and coordination.

     e.  Members of the USAF Parachute Team are considered HALO qualified and authorized to conduct jump operations from the ramp and ramp/door areas of USAF aircraft so equipped.

(
Chapter 5  - PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC RELATIONS
5.1.  PRE-SHOW PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC RELATIONS.        Pre-show publicity is the most essential part of a successful public event.  Please contact Public Affairs at least six weeks before your show regarding publicity items from the USAFA Public Affairs Office (PA), DSN 333-4040, Commercial (719) 333-4040.  The USAF and the USAF Academy actively support the all-volunteer recruiting program.  We encourage your assistance in all phases and request that you publicize the team to the fullest extent possible.  Please contact your local Air Force Recruiters (they can be found in the yellow pages) and the USAF Academy Liaison Officer to assist you in your publicity campaign.

5.2.  PUBLICITY PACKET.        To assist you in publicizing your event, the Air Force Academy Public Affairs Office has the following material:

      a.  Black and white prints.

      b.  Color slides.

      c.  Fact sheets on the Academy, cadet life, airmanship and the parachute program for release to newspaper, television, and radio.

5.3.  PUBLIC APPEARANCES.      The Wings of Blue will make every attempt to attend your planned social and Aircrew functions.  Please give them enough advance notice so that these events can be scheduled around other media or recruiting activities that normally occur during a Wings of Blue Demonstration.  All public appearances for the Wings of Blue must be coordinated with and approved by the USAFA Public Affairs Office.  Any last minute changes will be considered by the USAFAPT OIC/NCOIC upon arrival.

      a.  To achieve maximum publicity aimed at stimulating show attendance, arrangements should be made by Publicity Chairman for:

            (1) Articles and pictures in local newspapers and magazines (consider company and school newspapers).

            (2)  Guest appearances on television.

            (3)  Guest spots on radio.

            (4)  Local posters and flyers to augment those we supply.

            (5)  High school, college and hospital visits (pediatrics wards).

            (6)  Other events, either informal or social, as may be beneficial.

    b.  By scheduling only one or two members to meet any radio or TV commitment, more commitments can be scheduled.

    c.  Since the team is usually not familiar with the area, we request that a member of your Publicity Committee be assigned to accompany team members to the place of scheduled appearances.

    d.  Normally, a minimum period of 2-1/2 hours should be allowed after arrival, practice jump, or demonstration to allow for debrief and change of clothing.  Schedules must allow team members adequate rest (12 hours + prep time) before any performance.  Commitments should be scheduled so that the team members depart quarters no earlier than 0800.  Appearances are usually made in uniform or in distinctive Wings of Blue operational clothing.  Military uniform is service dress.

    e.  A proposed schedule outlining all team commitments must be given to 98 FTS/DOU a minimum of two weeks in advance of the team’s arrival for final approval.  All commitments for the period that the team is on site should be listed in sequence; i.e., Event No. 1, 2, 3 etc., and should include time and place of the event, names of individuals or groups scheduled to participate, the attire, etc.  The importance of this schedule cannot be overemphasized.  To ensure that all commitments are attended on time, it is imperative that this schedule be obtained by the Team OIC/NCOIC two weeks before the show.

    f.  Team members are normally available to talk with spectators after the demonstration.

5.4.  PRACTICE JUMP.     This performance is designed to enhance pre-show publicity, and acquaint the jumpers with on-site conditions.  It is particularly advantageous to schedule a press conference; therefore we encourage you to invite members of the news media for this event.  Media personnel must be scheduled 30 days prior with 98 FTS/DOU if they desire to fly on jump aircraft.

5.5.  MEDIA LIST AND CROWD COUNT.

      a.  We keep a record of all media at our shows.

      b.  We are required to record crowd counts.  This information should be provided to 98FTS/DOU via telephone when determined.  Use a reliable source such as security police or local traffic officials.

      c.  In providing this information, please remember to include media list and the crowd count for the practice jump.  Please phone this information to 98 FTS/DOU as soon as possible.

5.6.  VIPs ATTENDING THE AIR SHOW.        We keep a record of visiting dignitaries who attend the show.  Your Public Affairs Office should provide this list to the USAFA Public Affairs Office along with the crowd count and the media list.  Dignitaries to include are:  

       a.  General or flag officers from any branch of the armed services.

       b.  U.S. Congressmen or U.S. Senators.

       c.  Foreign military or civilian dignitaries.

5.7.  FOLLOW-UP ACTION BY PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN.        Arrangements should be made ahead of time for press releases for the event to be collected, clipped, and forwarded to USAFA/PAC.  An annual report based on all the publicity derived from the team’s appearances is prepared by the USAFAPT, and clippings you can supply are very helpful.  Direct feedback from USAFA Liaison Officers and USAF Recruiters is beneficial in planning future presentations.

5.8.  PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS CHECKLIST.       The following checklist is provided to aid your Publicity Chairman or Project Officer in completing their preparations for the USAFA Parachute Team demonstration.  The USAFA Public Affairs Office will work from this same checklist, and it should be used to aid telephone coordination.

      a.  Adequate publicity material?  If not, have you contacted the USAFA Public Affairs Office?

      b.  Arrangements made for advance pre-show publicity (TV interviews, radio, hospital visits, media aircraft rides, etc).

      c.  Coordinate and confirm all public affairs and social commitments with USAFA Public Affairs Office.

      d.  A schedule of TV and radio personal appearances required of the team members sent to USAFA Public Affairs Office for Team OIC/NCOIC approval 30 days before team arrival.

      e.  Forward all news releases from the team’s appearances to the USAFA Public Affairs Office.

      f.  Call USAFA Public Affairs Office with “crowd count” within one week after the event.

5.9.  EVENT TICKETS AND PARKING PASSES  The Wings of Blue are part of your event and we anticipate you will allow them complementary access throughout the entire show/event.  The aircrew flying the Wings of Blue team should also be given consideration for complementary passes/tickets, whenever possible.

      a.  Vehicle passes may be needed for our support vehicles to transport the team with parachute gear to the airfield and pick them up at the DZ after jumping.  In addition, the coordinator and DZ controller need vehicle access to the DZ to set up radios, control the drop, and narrate during the performance.

      b.  If additional credentials are required (per your regs) to allow special access to the flight line (air shows), on the field (sporting events), or other special access areas, please provide them to the team coordinator upon arrival.

5.10  TANDEM RIDES  The team has a Tandem Parachute system and qualified Tandem Instructor personnel.  On a very limited basis, it may be possible to offer a tandem-passenger jump to a deserving military person or possibly a local dignitary, celebrity, or media personality during the media/practice jump.  Tandem passenger jumps are only authorized at local sky diving drop zones or large open areas such as an airfield.  Tandem passenger jumps require special authorization and must be coordinated well in advance of the event.  Military passenger coordination is far less complicated than civilian authorization and usually accomplished through respective commanders and approval through the 34 OG.  Civilian clearances require HQ AF approval and take months to accomplish.

(
Chapter 6  - OPERATIONS

6.1.  GENERAL.
       a.  Our normal parachute demonstration lasts approximately 20-35 minutes, depending on your operational requirements, weather and our available traveling team size.  We can, to a degree, modify our show to suit your specific or individual needs.

       b.  Our normal show consists of five passes at altitudes from 3,000 ft to 10,500 ft AGL.  Our first pass is at 3,000 ft AGL for wind drift indicators (WDIs).  They are used to determine wind drift under canopy.  The second pass (canopy show) consists of four jumpers exiting from 4,000 ft AGL.  They open their canopies shortly after exit and demonstrate the canopy’s performance capabilities.  The third pass (barber pole) consists of two jumpers exiting from 7,500 ft AGL and joining together in free fall.  Once together, they spin causing their colored smoke to create a barber pole effect.  The fourth pass  (high/low) consists of two jumpers exiting from 10,500 ft AGL.  One jumper dives, head down, while the other maintains a slow fall position.  They demonstrate the different speeds at which a jumper can fall.  The fifth pass (bomb burst) consists of four jumpers exiting from 10,500 ft AGL and joining together in free fall.  At 5,000 ft AGL, they separate and fly away from each other causing a bomb burst effect with their smoke.  The team will land approximately 50 ft in front of the distinguished visitor stands.  Once all the jumpers are on the ground, they line up and do an introduction of the team to the crowd.  After the introductions and dismissal of the team, jumpers will move into the crowd to pack their parachutes, talk with the crowd, and answer questions about parachuting, the Air Force, and the USAFA.

       c.  Our low show consists of 4 to 12 jumpers (determined by show requirements) exiting the aircraft at an altitude of 4,000 ft AGL and opening their canopies about five seconds after exit.  Jumpers may wear smoke, 20-foot nylon streamers or descend with a large US flag or banners.  The low show takes approximately 10 minutes and is used to demonstrate the parachute’s performance characteristics.  The low show is used mainly for very restricted drop zones (stadiums, baseball fields, high schools, low cloud decks precluding full show altitudes, etc).

       d.  The practice jump prior to the actual demonstration allows us to survey the drop zone, provide media flights, and familiarize the team with unique aspects of your operation.  However, the practice is primarily to coordinate procedures and timing with the aircrew.  With this practice, we can assure you of a quality demonstration and a successful show.  The practice jump can be the day before, or the morning prior to an afternoon demonstration.

      
e.  If more than one actual show is requested, allow a minimum of three hours between jumps.

6.2.  PERSONNEL.         Our traveling team normally consists of 16-18 individuals.  We will have at least 4-12 jumpers, a jumpmaster, narrator, ground crew and a Drop Zone Control Officer (DZCO).  Our DZCO will be in radio contact with the jump aircraft and supply wind information and drop clearance.  The DZCO will coordinate with your air officer (the person responsible for coordinating the aerial activities) and sequence with other activities.

6.3.  WEATHER MINIMUMS.

     a.  Weather may necessitate a change in the planned demonstration.  The minimum weather conditions for our modified low show are:

         (1)  Cloud layer must be no lower than 2,500 ft AGL.

         (2)  Visibility of three miles or greater.

         (3)  Surface wind limits should not exceed 18 knots (20 mph).  The wind limits may be lowered depending on the site, wind direction and obstacles.  This decision will be made by the DZCO.

6.4.  DROP ZONE/SHOW AREA/CROWD CONTROL.

     a.  The landing area for the parachutists should be centered in front of the spectators and the reviewing stand.  The landing area will be 50 ft from the crowd line and at least 200 ft from other obstructions, buildings, aircraft, or as directed by the FAA.  The jumpers normally perform their landings approximately 50 ft from the crowd line in order to give everyone a good view.

     b.  Sufficient crowd control should be available to preclude the crowd rushing to the landing area.  The jumpers are wearing smoke brackets that are extremely hot.  Also, the equipment is expensive and easily damaged by cigarettes, soft drinks, etc.  After the equipment is secured and the jumpers introduced, the parachutists will mingle with the crowd whenever possible.  A roped-off crowd line is recommended.  Safety will not be compromised.

    c.  Once the show starts, your security personnel must ensure that no vehicles are permitted to cross show center.  Coordination of VIP buses, etc., must be done prior to start of show to ensure the safety of the parachutists.

6.5.  RESCUE BOAT SUPPORT 

     If the drop zone is within close proximity of an open body of water (an open body is defined as one in which a jumper could drown and examples include large golf course ponds, lakes, rivers, spillways, oceans, etc.), a rescue boat must be in place.  Radio Communication between the drop zone controller and the boat is recommended, however pre-briefed visual signals such as flares, light signals, red/orange panels may be used.  Again, do not forget to set this up for practice jumps too.

6.6.  MEDICAL COVERAGE.           Appropriate medical support will be available at the site.  An EMT Basic with emergency transportation will suffice if a medical facility is within reasonable proximity.

6.7.  STAGING AREA.
The Wings of Blue require an area large enough to park the permit safe taxi and takeoff procedures.  If the aircraft is not on static display, then an area separate from the spectators is preferred.








     //Signed//       //Signed//


   BRIAN T. BISHOP, Colonel, USAF


   Commander

          34th Operations Group

(
Appendix 1  (Sample Request Letter)

MEMORANDUM FOR HQ USAFA/PAC


2346 Academy Drive


USAF ACADEMY, CO 80840-9400


Voice (719) DSN: 333-7567


Fax     (719) DSN: 333-4094

FROM:

SUBJECT:   Demonstration Request Letter

1.  I request a parachute demonstration by the U.S. Air Force Academy Parachute Team, Wings of Blue, to appear for _____________ at _______________ on _______________.

                                         (event)                      (times)                            (date)

2.  The organization will sponsor ________________  at________________________________

                                                               (event)                           (location, i.e., airport, etc)

_____________________ on ___________.  The event __________________________ and is a

         (city, town)                          (date)                                           (state purpose)

________________________________________ event.  The expected attendance will be  ____

   (non-profit) (civic) (military) (community)                                                                   

_________ persons.  The admissions charge will be __________ per adult.  The disposition of profits will be  ________________________________.

3.  The Sponsoring Organization will provide travel expense funding, local transportation requirements, FAA authorization and all administrative and support requirements for a successful demonstration as provided in the support package.

4.  (Civilian Hosts Only)    As a civilian host we understand our financial responsibility.  The responsible person for payment is ____________________________ and the mailing address for billing is __________________________.

_____________________________________

(SIGNATURE BLOCK)

(
Appendix 2

PRELIMINARY CHECKLIST

(Please mail to arrive at USAFA NLT 60  Days  prior)

1.  Written Request Demo Confirmation Received, Date:____________.  Who from?  __________________.

2.  Project Officer  (Single Point of Contact for the Wings of Blue)

            Name/Rank   ______________________________________

             Unit             _______________________________________

             Telephone     Home  __________________    Work  ____________________

3.  PA WOB Publicity Package Received                                             Yes    __________

                                                                                                               No     __________

     Publicity Chairman

                     Name   _________________________________________

                     Telephone   _____________________________________

4.  Financial Arrangements Initiated ______________.  Fund Cite # (if avail):__________________________.

5.  Smoke Grenades Ordered thru Base channels ___________.  (18 red, 4 yellow per performance.)

6.  FAA (FSDO) Contacted (verbal) w/ Name of Rep ____________________.  Phone # _________________.

7.  Suitable Drop Zone Selected Y/N  ______.  Elev ________   Lat/Long (if avail) _____________________.

8.  Show Time/Date (s)  ________________________

9.  Airlift Arranged   ___________________________                                                              

      Type Acft ____________

      Unit   ____________

       POC & Phone  ___________________________________________

10.  Mail completed checklist 65 days prior to the performance to: 

98 FTS/DOU

9201 Talon Drive

USAF Academy, CO 80840-2005

Fax (719) DSN 333-4547

(
Appendix 3

                   TRANSPORTATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE CHECKLIST

                       (Please mail to arrive at USAFA NLT 30 Days Prior)

1.  Financial Arrangements Accomplished  _______________.  Fund Cite # ________________________.

2.  Ground Transportation                                 Number

     a.  Sedans                                                       _______

      b.  Vans                                                         _______

      c.  Station Wagons                                        _______

       d.  Other                                                        _______

3.  Lodging

     a.  Facility  _________________________________________

         Address  _________________________________________

         Telephone  _______________________________________

      b.  Price (per person per day)   _____________  Singles  ______________Doubles

4.  Team Schedule                           Time                      Date

      a.  Practice Jump                      _______               ________

           Takeoff                                _______               ________

           Practice Jumps (25-35 min) _______              ________

      b.  Demonstration Jump             

            Takeoff                               ________              ________

             Demonstration                   ________              ________

       c.  Show Program Included (if available)      ____________

        d.  Social Functions

              Type   ____________________________________________

               Time/Date  ________________________________________

               Place   ____________________________________________

               Appropriate Dress  __________________________________

5.  Jump Aircraft

        Separate Staging Area? (Base Ops, Sq ready room, etc.)_______________________________

        Name/Telephone number of ATC Controlling Agency:

         ____________________________________________

6.  FAA Authorization Requested?

                     Yes   _______        No   ________

     Copy of confirmation enclosed  (FAA Form 7711-2)?

                      Yes  _______        No  _________

7.  Smoke Grenades?

                        Yes  ______         No  _________

8.  Storage and Operations Area?

     Located/Building  ___________________________________

     Telephone  ________________________________________

9.  Public Address System?   __________

10.  Contacted Local USAF Recruiting?  _________

11.  Photographs  -  Available  _______   Enclosed  __________

       Maps  -              Available _______    Enclosed  __________


LAT/LONG
____________

_____________


RAD/DME
____________

_____________


VOR

____________



12. Mail completed checklist 35 days prior to the performance to: 

98 FTS/DOU

9201 Talon Drive

USAF Academy, CO 80840-2005  

Fax (719) DSN 333-4547

(
Appendix 4    

ARRIVAL CHECKLIST

Note:  The following people should be available for incoming briefing immediately upon arrival:  Project Officer, storage area point of contact, Communication Squadron representative, Public Affairs Officer (if required), and weather representative.

1.  Lodging

      a.  Location

      b.  Keys  (if already signed in)

2.  Vehicles

      a.  Keys

      b.  Credit Cards (if applicable)

      c.  Local Area Maps

3.  Secure Storage and Operations Area

     a.  Location

     b.  Keys

4.  Schedule of Events (only if applicable)







Time                      Date                       Location

      FAA Meeting



_______               ________               ____________________.

      Airshow Meeting



_______               ________               ____________________.

      Project Officer Meeting


_______               ________               ____________________.

      VIP Meeting



_______               ________               ____________________.

      Social Functions



_______               ________               ____________________.

      Practice Jump (Time/Date)


_______               ________               ____________________.

                     Brief                          ____________________

                     Load                          _____________________

                     Takeoff                      _____________________

                     Drop Times                _____________________

             Demonstration Jumps  (Time/Date)

                         Brief                 _____________________

                         Load                 _____________________

                         Takeoff             _____________________

                         Drop Times    ______________   Drop Times   ___________________

                         Completed By   ____________    Completed By  _________________

5.  PA System  __________________    Backup  ___________________

6.  Jump Aircraft   ____________________________________________

      Staging/Parking Spot  ______________________________________

7.  Weather Brief  (Update) - Telephone for Local Weather   _______________________

      a.  Practice

      b.  Demo

8.  Medical Coverage

      a.  Distance to hospital/medical facility     ___________________________

      b.  Doctor                                                    ___________________________

      c.  Ambulance                                              ___________________________

       d.  Paramedical/Rescue vehicle                  ___________________________

9.  Rescue Boat Support

      a.  Distance to DZ/Landing Area                ___________________________

      b.  Ready for Practice jumps and Show      ___________________________

10.  Crowd Control

     a.  Fenced Area                                              ___________________________

     b.  Roped Off Area                                        ___________________________

     c.  Bleachers/Stands                                       ___________________________

     d.  Security Personnel                                    ___________________________

      e.  Estimate Crowd Size                                 __________________________

10.  Notice-To Airmen (NOTAM) Filed             ___________________________

(
Appendix 5

SAMPLE FUND CITE LETTER

MEMORANDUM FOR 98 FTS/DOU


9201 Talon Drive


USAF Academy, CO 80840-2005

FROM:  

 SUBJECT:  Fund Cite 

1.  The following is the fund cite to be used by the USAF Academy in support of  the        __________________ Open House/Air Show on  ________________.

    (event)                                                                          (date)

______________________________________________________________________________

                                                    (fund cite number)

2.  Non-utilization of government quarters and mess authorized.

3.  Rental vehicle is authorized if necessary.  (Determined by host unit and trip NCOIC)

4.  Tentative travel requirements are:   __________________________________________.

                                                                                  (dates and # of persons)

5.  Please provide this office with legible copies of settlement travel vouchers upon completion of travel.

6.  POC is ________________________________________,  ______________.

                                      (name)                                                        (phone #)

(SIGNATURE BLOCK)

(
Appendix 6

INSURANCE SUPPORT LETTER

MEMORANDUM FOR WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

FROM:  34 OG/CC


 9206 Airfield Dr., Suite 1


 USAF Academy, CO  80840-2005

SUBJECT:  Insurance Requirement for Parachute Demonstrations Conducted by the U.S. Air Force Academy Parachute Team, “Wings of Blue”

1.  Routinely, civilian sponsors of air show events that involve Armed Forces participants request that military organizations secure insurance.  Parachute demonstrations conducted in the public domain by the Air Force Academy Parachute Team, “Wings of Blue,” are conducted by members of the Air Force as official activities.  Insurance is not necessary.  If members of the Air Force, who are acting within the scope of their employment, negligently damage property or cause injuries, the Air Force is responsible pursuant to the Federal Tort Claims Act (28 United States Code, Sections 1346(b), 2671.)  

2.  The Federal Tort Claims Act waives sovereign immunity and creates a method for redress against the federal government for negligent or wrongful acts by governmental employees who are acting within the scope of employment.

3.  My point of contact is the USAFA Parachute Program Manager at (719) 333-9321.  Please contact him if you have further questions.  









      //Signed//








BRIAN T. BISHOP, Colonel, USAF








Commander
(
Notes:
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